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CONFIDENTIAL NEW DELHI 5546 

THE FOLLOWING TELEGRAM SENT ACTION NEW DELHI FROM CALCUTTA 
24 APR 75 REPEATED TO YOU. 


QUOTE: 

CONFIDENTIAL CALCUTTA 0931 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR. CASC, IN, US 

SUB J : HARCOS/FLETCHER 

1. SUMMARY: THE PUBLIC PROSECUTOR HAS FINALLY BEEN INFORMED, 

BY THE SPECIAL BRAMUH, THAT INSTRUCTIONS HWYNPBEEFQRECEIVED TO 
ACCEPT A LESSER PLEA IN THE HARCOS/FLETCHER CASE. END SUMMARY# 

2. AS YOU ARE AWARE GOI SENT AUTHORIZATION TO GOWB TO ACCEPT THE 
LESSER PLEA FROM HARCOS AND FLETCHER IN EARLY APRIL (NEW DELHI 
4985). WHEN DEFENDANTS' LAWYERS REPORTED THAT THE PUBLIC PROSE- 
CUTOR HAD RECEIVED NO INSTRUCTION REGARDING THIS MATTER I CALLAF 
ON THE GOWB HOME SECRETARY ON APRIL 10. HE STATED AT THAT TIME 
THAT "HE HAD JUST RECEIVED THEM" (CALCUTTA 836). DURING THE 
FOLLOWING DAYS THE DEFENDANTS' LAWYERS MADE. AT OUR REQUEST, 
SEVERAL FRUITLESS ENQUIRIES, REGARDING THE AUTHORIZATION FROM 
NEW DELHI. 

3. DURING THE VISIT OF THE POL CONSELOR ON APRIL 21 * &9, CHIEF 
SECRETARY GUPTA CONFIRMED RECEIPT OF AUTHORIZATION. IN ADDITION, 
IN RESPONSE TO A QUERY FROM THE POL COUNSELOR HE ADVISED THAT 
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THE PUBLIC PROSECUTOR WOULD RAISE NO OBJECTION TO A PLEADING TO 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


LESSER CHARGES. 

4. ON THE MORNING OF APRIL 23 ADVOCATE DUDHWEW ALA ADVISED THE 
CONOFF BY TELEPHONE THAT ALEK GHOSH (INVESTIGATING OFFICER/ 

SPECIAL BRANCH) HAD THE PREVIOUS EVENING INFORMED THE PUBLIC 
PROSECUTOR THAT HE HAD RECEIVED INSTRUCTIONS FROM THE GOVERNMENT 
(DUDHWEW ALA DID NOT KNOW WHETHER GOI OR GOWB) TO ACCEPT FROM 
HARCOS AND FLETCHER A PLEA TO LESSER CHARGES. GHOSH THEN RE- 
QUESTED THE PUBLIC PROSECUTOR'S WRITTEN COMMENTS. DUDHWEW ALA 
OPINED THAT THE PUBLIC PROSECUTOR WOULD COMMENT FAVORABLY. 

5. DUDHWEW ALA IN RESPONSE TO THE CONOFF’S QUERY NOTED THAT THE 
PUBLIC PROSECUTOR WOULD HAVE TO REQUEST PERMISSION OF THE COURT 
TO WITHDRAW THE PRESENT CHARGES AND THEN PRESENT SUFFICIENT 
EVIDENCE TO SUBSTANTIATE FRAMING OF NEW CHARGES, BEFORE THE 
DEFENDANTS WILL BE ALLOWED TO PLEAD TO THE LESSER CHARGE. 

6. DUDHWEW ALA WAS RF.T.I JTTANT TO COMMENT ON HOW LONG THIS PROCEDURE 

WOULD TAKE BUT NOTED TO THE CONOFF, WITH EVIDENT RELIEF, THE 
RETURN TO SESSIONS COURT OF JUDGE CHAUDHURI WHO HAD BEEN HEARING 
THE CASE. HE JUDGED BY BOTH DUDHWEW ALA AND CONOFF TO BE FAIR 
AND SYMPATHETIC TO HARCOS AND FLETCHER. 

7. COMMENT. OBVIOUSLY THE VISIT OF THE POL COUNSELOR HAS GOT 
THE CASE MOVING AGAIN, HOPEFULLY TO ITS FINAL TERMINATION. 

ROSSELOT 

UNQUOTE. 

SAXBE 
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